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Kia ora whānau
The past week has given us plenty to think about, with the death of Queen
Elizabeth II just before the beginning of Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori. This year marks 50
years since the presentation of Te Petihana Reo Māori | Māori Language Petition to
Parliament in 1972, which called for the Māori language to be taught in all schools.
Colonisation caused the Māori language to almost disappear from Aotearoa, and
here at Newtown School we are working hard to be part of the revitalisation of te
reo Māori. On Wednesday, the whole school participated in the Māori Language
Moment by gathering together to sing Ka Pioioi, followed by a free sausage sizzle.

While our country’s connection with the British Crown is a remnant from the time
of colonisation, and brings to mind the ongoing impact of colonisation on all of us
and especially Māori, we are also mindful of the example of service set for us by
Queen Elizabeth II. The Queen served the community from a position of great
privilege, while the Māori Language Petition was the result of a ‘grass roots’
community service movement. The impact of both illustrates for us that we all
have a role to play in the future of Aotearoa through our contributions to a fairer
and more just community.  

Tōku reo, tōku ohooho, tōku reo, tōku māpihi maurea, tōku reo, tōku whakakai
marihi!
My language is my treasure, my language is my object of affection, my language is
my ornamental grace.

On Monday 26th September, there will be no school, as we observe Queen
Elizabeth II Memorial Day. Enjoy this extra whānau time together.

On Wednesday our Kapa Haka Rōpū performed at PWC to mark Te Wiki o Te Reo
Māori. Ngāti Kotahitanga also attended Tama Iti’s ‘I Will Not Speak Māori’
exhibition this week. 

Our Year 3-6 learners have been participating in Inspiring the Future sessions to
hear from volunteer role models in our community, learn about different jobs and
why people love doing them, as well as their pathway and challenges they faced
along the way. Inspiring the Future has been created to broaden young people’s
horizons, and help challenge stereotypes that can limit young peoples’ potential.
Ask your young person about these events, which have been held for Waitangi this
week, and will continue for Pōhutukawa next week.

We are glad to have these tamariki join our school: Praise Tanuvasa and Florence
Blakemore

Leanne Whitfield
Tumuaki Tuarua | Deputy PrincipalKI
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Kia whakapau kaha - Effort
Ka whakapau i ō tātou kaha i ā tātou mahi katoa. We give our best in everything we do.

PRINCIPAL'S PĀNUI
IMPORTANT DATES

26 September - Queen Elizabeth II

30 September - Last day of school

25 October - Staff Only Day

26 October - School Athletics Day

 TERM THREE: 25 July - 30 September

                                            Memorial Day

                                            term 

 

TERM FOUR: 17 October - 15 December

"Quote 
of the 

Week"
"You're kids are 

awesome!"
by Makere from 

Inspiring the Future 
Aotearoa



Kia Manaaki - Respectful
Ka whakamana tātou id ngā rongo o te katoa. We value the thoughts and feelings of each other.

Whānaungatanga - Connected
I share my culture. I value the culture of others.

Kia Manahau - Resilient
E hia hinganga, katū tonu, ka ako tonu. We keep trying and learn from what we do.
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Nicole Schotters

Ko Nicole toku ingoa, nō Tiamana au me he kaiawhina kaiako ahau. 
Hi everyone.
My name is Nicole, I am from Germany and I work as a teacher assistant at
Newtown School and South Wellington Intermediate (SWIS).

During the years at Newtown School I worked in nearly every whanau.
At the moment you can find me in Waitangi and Pohutukawa where I support
the kids mainly in maths and literacy.

Last year I also started to support our librarian Sam with our new library
system.

Ngā mihi
Nicole

Kia Ora, Ko Frances ahau. 

I grew up in Gisborne, and have lived in Wellington for the last 17 years,
with my family. Lars and I have 3 children, my sons Bobby and Hemi are
now at Rongotai College and my daughter, Viv, starts SWIS next year. 

I retrained as a teacher 12 years ago, and had my first student placement
at Newtown school. I've since worked mainly in the juniors - 5 year olds
have amazing perspectives on the world. I currently teach Reading
Recovery part time, and find Newtown a beautiful place to work.

Outside of work, I support my children interests (mainly sport) and enjoy
gardening and going to the beach when its sunny, and reading when its
not. Sometimes we manage to get the family away tramping or visit the
family in Christchurch or Gisborne.

Frances Hudson

Week 8 | Term 3 | September 2022
STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Te Kākano had an amazing time at Parliament last week, having a look into how our Parliament 
works and getting to see where all the action happens.  

Can anyone spot the special guest who popped in to say Hello?
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Celebrations
What we are celebrating this week

We fundraised $3247.54 from Market Day. This is 
one of our biggest yet!  Thank you for your 
support!

Party Pigs - a show by Little Dog Barking Theatre 
performed a funny and entertaining show about a 
pigs birthday.  Lots of laughs from Tūī and  

      Harakeke - ask your students about it. 
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Kia Manaaki - Respectful
Ka whakamana tātou id ngā rongo o te katoa. We value the thoughts and feelings of each other.

LEARNERS LIMELIGHT

 
"We learnt from Inspiring the Future 

Aotearoa that there is a free 
supermarket where people can go 

and get food if they don't have 
enough money.  Being connected to 
our community is one of our values - 

whānaungatanga."



Kia Manaaki - Respectful
Ka whakamana tātou id ngā rongo o te katoa. We value the thoughts and feelings of each other.

Whānaungatanga - Connected
I share my culture. I value the culture of others.
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ensuring our indoor spaces are well-ventilated
maintaining good hand hygiene
encouraging everyone to cough or sneeze into elbows
staying home and getting tested if they have COVID-19
symptoms

COVID UPDATE
Mask wearing is no longer required. 

All the other recommended public health measures will 
stay in place as we know they reduce the spread of 

infectious illnesses including COVID-19.
These include, 

Thank you for your ongoing support in protecting our 
community.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTIONS

 Newtown School Board Elections
Parent & Staff  Elections Results

 
Parent Representatives

Nicholas Booth
Naomi Taylor

Jessica Gorman
Joseph Winkels
Siti Mardhiah

 
Staff Representative

Fatima Amon Sheikh
 

Melissa Kooiman
Returning Officer

Thank you to all those who voted, the results are as follows:  

E mihi ana ki a Julia rāua ko Michael, parents in 
Pōhutukawa who managed to get Te Kura o Ngā
Puna Waiora some free Lego from Countdown. 

Ka nui te mihi ki a Countdown hoki mō tōu 
manaakitanga.

The children and teachers are super happy and
thankful! 

Street for People Photos from last week's launch.  Thank to all who were involved in
organising the day, riding with our tamariki and making and serving yummy hot soup

(one of our tamariki had 6 servings!)



Kia Manaaki - Respectful
Ka whakamana tātou id ngā rongo o te katoa. We value the thoughts and feelings of each other.

Kia Ngākau Hihiri - Curious
Ka mīharo, ka tūpono, ka auaha tātou. We wonder, take risks and innovate.

Please NO parking 
in the Staff Car Park 

and St. Annes 
Carpark!

Lets keep our 
children SAFE

Reminder:  NO lollies 
or gum at school

For the safety of our 
student, please cross at 

the pedestrian crossing at 
the lights on Emmett St 

and Riddiford St.

A huge thank you to all who donated to our
Onesie Day fundraiser.  We raised $531.88

for Wellington Free Ambulance

Please NAME your 
CHILD's CLOTHING.  
We have lots of lost 

clothes If it is named 
we can return it to 
who it belongs to.

Welcome to Kōanga (spring). In the māra (garden) we
are getting ready to plant potatoes. If you have any 
potatoes in your drawers or cupboards at home 
looking like these, they're perfect to plant into 
compost to grow your own potatoes. If you would like
to donate them to our kura for us to grow please 
contact tania - taniaa@newtown.school.nz or 
021464893. Thanks!

A Madd Gear purple 
and black scooter 

went missing from the 
bike cage last week. If 
it's accidentally gone 

home with you, please 
return it.
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Kia Ngākau Hihiri - Curious
Ka mīharo, ka tūpono, ka auaha tātou. We wonder, take risks and innovate.
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