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He iwi tahi tātou, he ako tahi tātou
We belong and we learn together

WHANAUNGATANGA
CONNECTED

Kia ora e te whānau,

These are significant times for us. This is something we all feel passionately about as a 
community.  It is important to speak up about what is important to us.

Ngā mihi nui,

Whaea Nicki
Tumuaki | Principal

On the 5th of November we remember Parihaka. Under the leadership of Te Whiti-o-Rongomai and 
Tohu Kākahi, the people of Parihaka reclaimed their land by ploughing it. In the face of government 
violence, they built fences, they turned the soil, and they planted seeds.

At Te Kura o Ngā Puna Wairoa | Newtown School we have our own māra. It holds the stories of all the 
hands that have ever dug in it. We have tools, gardeners, and we get excited when we see things 
starting to grow. We nurture our māra, working our commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi into its soil. 

In 2023, Te Kura o Ngā Puna Waiora sought community, board, and staff feedback on our strategic vision. Our vision was created to inspire and nurture
ākonga, so they can contribute and thrive in Aotearoa and the world. Our board, kaimahi, and whānau set strong expectations for our tamariki to value
relationships, cultural identities, and diversity. Te Tiriti o Waitangi is fundamental in making our vision a reality.

Te Tiriti gives each ākonga in our kura a place to stand, through the manaakitanga of mana whenua. Our responsibility to Te Tiriti starts from our
relationships with Te Āti Awa and Taranaki Whānui as mana whenua of Ngā Puna Waiora | Newtown. 

From those relationships, te reo Māori, pūrākau me ngā kōrero tuku iho, and tikanga form the foundations of our kura. These are the pathways through
which we understand and uphold Te Tiriti o Waitangi, giving life to its principles every day. Our tamariki know this. We see it in the way they speak, learn,
and interact with one another, in their confidence to stand in their identities, and in the respect they show for the stories and tikanga of Ngā Puna
Waiora. Through these practices, our children honour Te Tiriti by recognising mana whenua, valuing te ao Māori, and growing as global citizens who
understand their role as Tiriti partners in a shared future.

The government’s removal of the requirement for school boards to uphold Te Tīriti o Waitangi comes after their continued attempts to undermine our
constitution. We recognise the harm this deliberate minimisation, disregard, and dismantling of Te Tiriti is causing whānau Māori. An attack on whānau
Māori is an attack on all of us.

Removing Te Tiriti from legislation does not remove our responsibility or the work that we are doing. Honouring Te Tiriti means decisions for or about
Māori are made by whānau Māori. It means tikanga, mātauranga, reo and taonga Māori are valued and shared with our tamariki.

Te Kura o Ngā Puna Waiora | Newtown School will continue to strengthen Te Tiriti o Waitangi, empowering tamariki of our kura through their education
and our community's commitment to each other.

Our mahi māra is not finished. There are more seeds to sow and there are always plants to water. Our māra needs protection and shelter. It needs us all
to show up together with care, courage and action. 

Come and kōrero with us, let us know how you feel. 
Nā
Te Poari o Te Kura o Ngā Puna Waiora | Newtown School Board 

Kia ora | خوش آمدید | Hola buenos días | malo e lelei | Goedemorgen | ようこそ  | Talofa Lava |
Bula | Hallo zusammen | Mingalaba | Sua’s dei | Ciao | Kia Orana | Namaste | Chao mung| أهلا بك 
| maligayang pagdating | soo dhaweyn | 歡迎  | Vanakam | خوشمدید | καλώς  ορίσατε

N E W S L E T T E R
Term 4
Week 6

Important dates

away@newtown.school.nz

17-20 November - Book Week
18 November - Dress Up Day &
Street Parade
21 November - Staff Only Day
(SCHOOL CLOSED)
27 November - Pack the Bus 
17 December - Year 6 Leavers
Evening 
18 December -  Year 6 Leavers
Assembly
19 December -1pm finish - Last day
of Term 4 
3 February 2026 -Whakawhanaunga
(booking details to come) 
4 February 2026 - First day of Term

Welcome to our
new students

Ranui Gardiner 
Mohammed Albnayan 
Haolong Li
Ghena Almoalim

Removing Te Tiriti o Waitangi from Legislation 
does not Remove our Responsibility

E kore e piri te uku ki te rino, ka whitinga e te rā, ka ngahoro
 Tohu Kākahi



KIA NGĀKAU HIHIRI
CURIOUS

Ka mīharo, ka tūpono, ka auaha tātou.
We wonder, take risks and innovate

SCHOOL CLOSED 
STAFF ONLY DAY

FRIDAY 21 NOVEMBER

School Notices

Pack the Bus for Wellington City Mission
will be at Newtown School on 

Thursday 27  November at 9:45amth

Bring any donations of unwrapped new toys, non-
perishable food & other gifts to class that morning.

Planting Advice Needed
Can you help us with a planting plan for our school? We want to
continue to plant native trees and would love your help. Contact
taniaa@newtown.school.nz or come and find Tania at school.

Attendance Winners

Come pick up your prizes from the office!

These two students have been at
school over 90% this term and

have been randomly selected to
receive a prize this fortnight. 

Moana & Max

Paintings by Ruth's afterschool art
groups are on at Subculture 180
Riddiford Street. These incredible
paintings were part of the
collaboration with artist Paul Forrest
for the art installations at the new
public park at 177 Owen Street.
Entitled 'Kahukura- the more you
look the more you see' these
artworks are a wonder to behold.
Make sure you pop along to have a
look before November 24th.

Newtown School on show at
Subculture

10  - 24  Novemberth th



KIA MANAAKI 
RESPECTFUL

Ka whakamana tātou i ngā rongo o te katoa. 
We value the thoughts and feelings of each other.

'Artworks by the Waitangi crew'
Tuesday November 11th - Monday November 24th

The Newtown School exhibition wall

Newtown school celebrate a new showing on the exhibition wall by
some very talented artists from Whānau Waitangi. Currently on display
are drawings by Millaray Robertson, Moira Schneider, Daisy Hollings-
Baird, Maggie Hovey and Millie Lew. 

But wait...there's more!! Over the last few weeks of this year, before the
end of term we're taking this opportunity to celebrate the artistic talent
of our senior students in Waitangi before they move onto other schools.
We're so lucky to have shared this rich part of their journey with them.

Around our kura
CONGRATULATIONS!

We were very excited to celebrate the official
registration for three of our kaiako. It is always
special to acknowledge the journey of learning,
being part of a teaching team and name the
qualities we see in our colleagues. We also
recognised the length of years that Sally has been
part of our Newtown Community. We are fortunate
to have such amazing people as part of our kura.

Over the past month Josh from Kōtuitui football
came in to teach our kids fundamental ball skills
and to practice their whanaungatanga. Kids
played, practiced, and dribbled through the day.
We are proud of them and thankful to Josh for
his mahi!

SPORTS 

For whānau wanting to explore more, Rob’s Ultimate Parent’s
Guide to Understanding Our Kids Online is available. This
resource includes a 12-month subscription to Parenting in an
Online World 101. If you would like to view the session, please
contact the school office to register your interest.

Many whānau notice that when tamariki start their day with screens,
whether it’s YouTube, gaming, or scrolling, moods can quickly become
irritable. Early morning screen use gives the brain a fast hit of
stimulation before it’s ready, making it harder for our kids to transition
to school routines, manage emotions, and stay focused throughout the
day. A calm, screen free start helps tamariki arrive grounded, settled,
and ready to learn. In this short video, cyber safety advocate Rob
Cope from Our Kids Online explores how morning screen habits can
affect mood and behaviour throughout the day. 
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CYBER SAFETY

or at this link

Exhibition Wall

Congratulations to our interzone athletes
representing our school on Tuesday

Mila Johnston - Long Jump
Hugo - Long Jump, Quoits, 100m

Zeeya: High Jump, 200m
Sam: High Jump

Renisalia: Vortex, 100m
Millie: Quoits
Kyle: Quoits

Chehab: 60m

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXqiVguVZPE


KIA WHAKAPAU KAHA
EFFORT

Ka whakapua i ō tātou kaha i ā tātou mahi katoa.
We give our best in everything we do.

Kumutoto Stream (Awa)

Last week Ngati Kotahitangi visited the Kumutoto Stream, which flows
through pipes under the ground in Wellington city from Kumutoto Ngahere
(Forest)  in Kelburn down under the Terrace and Lambton Quay arriving
to meet the ocean at Kumutoto Wharf. Imagine if this awa could flow
freely once again!

We also looked at the health of the stream by doing a few experiments. 

A huge mihi to the Kumutoto Restoration Group for the mahi that they
do, Enviroschools and Mountains to Sea for making this happen. 

Waitangi students worked with Mountains to Sea and headed
out to snorkel at Scorching Bay on Wednesday. We had a perfect
day to get into the water and go diving to see what underwater
life there was. This is an amazing experience that allows tamariki
to venture out of their comfort zone and for some, try
something new. We are excited that we get to do this again next
week! 

Mountains to Sea 

Check out what we’ve been up to!

Newtown School were
incredibly lucky to receive
a visit from POW! The
percussion section of
Orchestra Wellington who
took us around the world
with music and
instruments from many
cultures. 
A fascinating event and
new experiences for many
of our tamariki.

POW! PERCUSSION 

Bee Care

Spring has arrived and there's plenty to do to keep
our bees happy. These tamariki have been helping

by cleaning the bee frames for them to make honey
and raise their babies. 



PRIDE LANDS FUN HOLIDAY ADVENTURES 
SPRING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS AT SOUTHERN PRIDE: 
SOUTH WELLINGTON INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL (SWIS) HALL,
NEWTOWN

Age Range: 4 – 17 years  

Dates: 22nd DEC – 30th JAN 2025 from 7.00am-6pm daily  

Fees:  Daily $84.04/cub per session  or $142.87 for two siblings
per session
Weekly: $336.16 per cub/week  or $571.47 for two siblings/week

15% Wild Card Discount Available for $70/year from the day of
purchase.

Social Development: Interactive Activities and NO TV or Video
Games,  Kai Cubs Cooking, and Life Skills Programme creating
healthy Breakfast, Morning Tea, Lunch and Afternoon Teas
provided. No Bag Needed.

Overnight Sleepover ($110 per night): Camp Elsdon, Porirua –
(Tuesday 13th Jan 2025): Our overnight sleepover will be in
Porirua and our evening activities will be glow worm expedition
walk and evening entertainment will be at the restaurant for a
three course meal.

Qualified 1  Aid Trained Activities Coordinators and Youth
Mentors

st

One-on-One Care: Available for cub(s) if extra support is
needed  at $14/hr

Please contact us: 0800 PRIDE 4 U 
Or Register online: www.pridelands.co.nz 
or  Visit our Facebook page:
www.Facebook.com/PrideLandsChildcare 

Here To Support All Tamariki & Rangatahi (Neurotypical and
Neurodivergent)
At Pride Lands, we welcome neurotypical and neurodivergent
children and youths with on-on-one support available to those
that need it in our communities.
 

KIA MANAHAU
RESILIENT

E hia hinganga, katū tonu, ka ako tonu
We keep trying and learn from what we do

Community Notices

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.pridelands.org.nz_&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=_iBVrlLE5EjMsunYXIKsISGk4OKJG6_9zrEUG3IvQ8k&m=MEeHA1WeBlyUQIYtpQxK_d4CGsn2o3N7BSUk3mkKElTAEl0rDPLLN8dr1AEwleFu&s=Jb_5JAlJciEqPW-ANBhe9N7RXAafWetJZtQsLuj7ONo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.facebook.com_PrideLandsChildcare&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=_iBVrlLE5EjMsunYXIKsISGk4OKJG6_9zrEUG3IvQ8k&m=MEeHA1WeBlyUQIYtpQxK_d4CGsn2o3N7BSUk3mkKElTAEl0rDPLLN8dr1AEwleFu&s=Q5NMgeIktdWs6SRr3xEyJKnjJgvzzqkSm7nTn-lrwxY&e=

