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ARRIVAL TIME AT SCHOOL
How your child starts the day is important. Being

at school in time to start the day with their
classmates and teachers sets them up for a

positive day of learning.
Please aim to have your students at school 

by 8:40am ready in class by 8.55am.

He iwi tahi tātou, he ako tahi tātou
We belong and we learn together

WHANAUNGATANGA
CONNECTED

Kia ora e te whānau,

Today is the final newsletter of 2026. We have plenty to celebrate next week still
however this is a final pānui and a chance to say thank you.
Learning records come home tomorrow. Enjoy the reflection on learning that all your
tamariki have made.
This year has been a challenging one in education with the rate of change, negative
media and changes in legislation that impact many but especially Māori. We ensure we
remain a community of integrity who stand up for what is important.  One highlight for
me has been the many schools that have restated their commitment to honouring Te
Tiriti o Waitangi. This is a profession that we can be proud of.
THANK YOU
Board of Trustees. Thank you to the previous and new Board for dreaming and having
high aspirations for our learners and their families. Thank you for your time, commitment
and care for our community.
Melissa and Sarah. Thank you for another year of support and a smile for every person
who enters our office. We are exceptionally grateful for your organisation, heart and
understanding of every person matters. Thank you.
Kaimahi: Thank you to all our amazing staff for working with passion and connection.
You care for every ākonga in our kura. You are deeply thoughtful, excellent educators,
creative and inspirational. You deserve a restful fantastic holiday!
Khan our caretaker-thanks for endless patience looking after every corner of our place,
responding to random requests from staff and making our kura stay clean and cared for.
Farewell and celebrations
Good bye to those who are off on other adventures from Newtown kura. Remember
there is always a warm welcome at Newtown and that you will always be whānau. Ka kite
ano (see you again) Lily, Chantel, Monica and Brendon!
Congratulations for completed study to Maddi Smart, Doreen Blask and Luca Harnden
as registered kaiako. 
To celebrate…we now even have a Doctor in our midst as Mitch graduated this week, plus
someone else is engaged and we have a new baby in our midst. 
Remember in the break to stay focused on the things that matter.

Making time to be with friends and family
Laughter, games, playfulness, sharing food
Appreciation of this glorious country we live in
Aroha for those who have less than us Staying generous and kind
Speaking up for issues that matter
Staying active
Music, movement, a little madness

Ngā mihi nui,

Whaea Nicki
Tumuaki | Principal

Kia ora | خوش آمدید | Hola buenos días | malo e lelei | Goedemorgen | ようこそ  | Talofa Lava |
Bula | Hallo zusammen | Mingalaba | Sua’s dei | Ciao | Kia Orana | Namaste | Chao mung| أهلا بك 
| maligayang pagdating | soo dhaweyn | 歡迎  | Vanakam | خوشمدید | καλώς  ορίσατε

N E W S L E T T E R
Term 4

Week 10

Important dates

away@newtown.school.nz

    2025
16 December - Whole School Cards
of Awesome Celebration @ school
17 December - Year 6 Leavers
Evening 
18 December -  Year 6 Leavers
Assembly
19 December - 1pm finish - Last day
of Term 4 

    2026
3 February 2026 -Whakawhanaunga
(booking details to come) 
4 February 2026 - First day of Term
6 February 2026 - Waitangi Day
(SCHOOL CLOSED)
2 April 2026 - Last day of Term 1

A t t e n d a n c e
It is really important that all children attend
school every day unless they are sick.
Every day attendance increases learning.
If your child is going to be away please
call or email us by 9am. 

Welcome to our
new student

Aria Lewis

Welcome back
Hadiya-Lucky Abdi 



KIA NGĀKAU HIHIRI
CURIOUS

Ka mīharo, ka tūpono, ka auaha tātou.
We wonder, take risks and innovate

Attendance Winners

Come pick up your prizes from the office!

These two students have been at
school over 90% this term and

have been randomly selected to
receive a prize this fortnight. 

Elam  & Miguel

sKids will be providing care in the
hall from 1pm. To book, please
contact sKids as below

School Notices
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

2025
Newtown school closes at 1pm
on Friday 19  December 2025th

Holiday watering of our gardens
If you are at our school over the
holidays having a play or visiting
the markets - please bring a water
bottle and give the gardens a drink
- it'll be hot thirsty work for our
vegetables!

Seeking Donations of: 
Jacket hooks for our beekeeping gear

&
shelves for gumboots.

Look out for learning
records being

emailed to you this
Friday



KIA MANAAKI 
RESPECTFUL

Ka whakamana tātou i ngā rongo o te katoa. 
We value the thoughts and feelings of each other.

Thanks to everyone’s
ohaohanga Newtown
School helped fill 400
crates of donations for
the Wellington City
Mission!

Anyone who missed the
Bus at kura can donate
any unwrapped new
toys, non-perishable
food items and grocery
items directly to the
Wellington City Mission.

Ka rawe!

SPORTS 

Congratulations to ALL our athletes who
participated this year and thanks to our coaches

and whānau who supported their kids on the
court!

Make sure to sign up for sport in term 1 2026 -
notices have been sent home or email

sports@newtown.school.nz

Get your signups in by Wednesday 17
December!

School Notices

Times tables are important and
you learn them and that's what

you will need for a job and
when you graduate. When an
answer is wrong you can fix it.
It’s sometimes hard when you
have to keep trying and trying

but that shows resilience. 
- Hashim

When Luke first told us about
hyperbole I thought that it was a

water slide! It’s like an exaggeration,
like - I’m so hungry I could eat a

horse! - Sullivan 

‘I was born in India and I don’t know
about Māori at all. In India, my class

learnt English. Even though it is hard, I
still like learning te reo Māori. I told

my Dad on the phone “I will teach you
te reo Māori.” 

-Druv ‘

‘I thought Athletics Day was going to be so terrible but it
was amazing. It was amazing because it was super fun

and I got to do high jump and long jump that I have
never done before. I think that I learnt resilience and

discovered that things that are new to me are not always
bad and can also be very amazing. I think it would be

good for my parents 
to know this so that they can remind me when there is

something else new.’ Brahm

‘I like learning
because it is fun

and my brain
grows when I
learn - it gets

bigger. I’ve got a
big brain. ‘Ciana

I really like learning ‘divided by’ because I know
add, take-away and times… I can use my family

of facts to help me learn them. So if I know
that 12 x 4 = 48, so 4 x 12 = 48 so 48 divided by

12 must 4 and 48 divided by 4 must equal 12.
It’s just patterns and my brain likes patterns. 

- Henry D 

We have a big garden at
school and we help to

look after it… I love
watching the plants get
bigger and seeing what
they turn into. It's magic.

- Callie

I am really good at holding
the pencil now and I am so
pleased about that cause

my writing will be so much
quicker. - Hollis Moss

The best thing I learned
this year was learning

Sign Language. It’s like a
new language for me. I

can use it for Deaf
people. It’s because I

never knew Sign
Language. I can use it

with my friend when we
are not supposed to talk
but we can still sign even

though we have to be
silent. Asiya

Check out these
awesome learning

comments!!!

mailto:sports@newtown.school.nz


KIA WHAKAPAU KAHA
EFFORT

Ka whakapua i ō tātou kaha i ā tātou mahi katoa.
We give our best in everything we do.

Take the
challenge

Take our He Ranga Tupu
challenge to learn as many of

these phrases as you can

Garden Goodness

Beekeeping Classes
Ākonga from Ngāti Kotahitangi were able to
get into our school beehive this week, and
spotted our wonderful queen bee, lots of

eggs, baby bees, pollen, nectar and honey!

If we have a great summer, we should be
able to harvest honey next year!

Bee Swarms
During November and December bees

sometimes leave their hive in search of a
new home. This happened at our school

recently. Bees are calm when this is
happening as they are following their queen

in search of a better place to live. 

We were able to gather these bees into a
box and add them to our school hive, which

has gone from being weak and low in
numbers to thriving! Thank you to Mark

Brown, our ex principal for coming to help
on a Friday afternoon. 

Around our kura
What a fun-filled last few weeks of school!
We have seen our students take to the stage with
Newtown’s Got Talent, our mural artists and Kapa Haka
rōpū participate in the opening of the new park on Owen
Street. We have had trips to Scorching and Lyall Bays for
snorkelling, adventures out to Matiu Sommes Island. We
have taken the wero kupu in He Ranga Tupu with the
whole kura challenging themselves to learn new phrases
and words. We also celebrated our staff and some of
their incredible achievements. Congratulations to Mitch
on being awarded her Doctorate of Education! Woohoo!
And a very special welcome to Lauren & Dion’s baby!

He mauri ka puta ki te whaiao ki te ao
marama, e onge āku e

Congratulations to Lauren and Dion who
welcomed their beautiful kōtiro ki te ao

marama on the 13th of November, 1.12am
weighing a scrumptious 2.96kg.

He iti nā Mōtai



KIA MANAHAU
RESILIENT

E hia hinganga, katū tonu, ka ako tonu
We keep trying and learn from what we do

WORD, a youth mountain bike charity offering skill-
building, confidence-boosting programmes for young
people aged 7–17 across Wellington.

Our holiday programmes provide a safe, structured, and
highly supportive environment for young riders of all
levels—ranging from first-time trail explorers to more
advanced riders keen to develop their technical skills.

All details and registrations can be found at word.org.nz.

Find out more:
https://www.mountainstoseawellington.org/events

Community Notices

Looking for local free
Holiday adventures? 

Visit Kumutoto Ngahere
and Awa

https://www.facebook.com
/KumutotoRestorationPro

ject

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__word.org.nz&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=_iBVrlLE5EjMsunYXIKsISGk4OKJG6_9zrEUG3IvQ8k&m=MdAAdYwFz2Rbahkv5az_WEg0D-2pyX8k9SCD90XTgw9RTgt29UEF4Z4rjWaxXIhn&s=8dE_fWTmJXkuR23KB_17oUpl5DcZcdqAcYVlR-4AOis&e=
https://www.mountainstoseawellington.org/events

