
Attendance

Kia ora e te whānau, 

It is hard to believe we are in our fourth week of school already. Thank you for your household
routines that help your children be at school with all they need. It helps them with all aspects of
being ready to learn.

Learning at school can be a challenging business. All day your children are learning literacy,
maths, thinking skills and they are also practising other important people skills. 
Friendship. As your children move throughout our school, they continue to learn about what
friendship means. We help them find language and give opportunities for ways to invite others
to be part of their learning and play. We help them find agreement when it goes wrong. We
encourage working with anyone, regardless of their friendship. We want our school to be a
place where we accept and learn with all others with respect and care. School is a great place to
practise. That is part of what it is for - practising how to be an awesome human being. 

How can you help? Ask your children how they are being friendly to all ( even those they don’t
think they like or who they don’t know yet). Practise ways of showing inclusion. Guard them
from judging others and making unkind comments - that isn’t friendly. We know you all want
your children to be known to be kind and caring. Help them to name their own actions and
words and to always choose to make a friendship better.

Football and cricket
We have some very passionate sportspeople who love these games-it’s brilliant! Everyday this
crew practises the skills of being respectful sports players. It’s hard. In the face of rules, winning
and losing, different skill levels-this requires practice everyday. Trying, fixing, trying again,
making mistakes, trying again-this is good learning and what school is for.

How can you help? Talk about who are positive role models in sport with your children.
Sometimes this is hard as many of them show unacceptable responses. Practise being a good
loser. Encourage your children to be resilient.

Some celebrations this week
Start of touch rugby this week, outdoor sports everywhere in our kura, swimming lessons are
humming, Arohanui strings are back, amazing writing from across the school, preparation for
Camp, a great first Board hui, amazing kapa Haka preparation.

Do share celebrations or challenges with me. We want to ensure our school is the best place
possible for everyone so let me know how that is happening for your child.

Have a lovely weekend. See you next week.

Ngā mihi nui,

Whaea Nicki
Tumuaki | Principal

Kia ora | آمدید خوش   | Hola buenos días | malo e lelei | Goedemorgen | ようこそ  | Talofa Lava |
Bula | Hallo zusammen | Mingalaba | Sua’s dei | Ciao | Kia Orana | Namaste | Chao mung| بك أهلا   
| maligayang pagdating | soo dhaweyn | 歡迎  | Vanakam | خوشمدید  | καλώς  ορίσατε
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Important
dates

I share my culture. I value the culture of others.

It is really important that all children
attend school every day unless they
are sick.  Every day attendance
increases learning.

away@newtown.school.nz

WHĀNAUNGATANGA
CONNECTED

Thursday 28th March - Kahui

Ako Staff only Day (School

Closed)

Friday 29th March - Good

Friday (School Closed)

Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd

April - Easter Monday &

Tuesday (School Closed)

Friday 12th April - last day of

Term 1

Monday 29th April - first day

of Term 2

04 389 6667

Welcome
to our new
students

Daksh Negi

Jahvae Tahere

ReinaTahere - Moke

Zola Randell-
Wharerau

Leo Shaw



“They are so cool !“

“I  think we should have one in every classroom”

“It ’s  real ly  comfy.  I  l ike how it  has the table and it ’s  good that there’s  room for
everyone”

“We use to always rush to the other seat  or  have to s it  on the f loor .  Now there’s
more of  a  seat  to f i t  more of  us”

A r ound  o u r  
k u r a

Check out

our new

library

seating!  

What our students are saying...

KIA NGĀKAU
HIHIRI CURIOUS

Ka mīharo, ka tūpono, ka auaha tātou.
We wonder, take risks and innovate

This week saw the start of Touch Rugby at
Wakefield park. 
Thank you to our brilliant  parent coaches. And
to all the families who are supporting their
tamariki to be involved in this sport. It had a
positive start for the first game. 

Sports @ Newtown
HATS

Try keeping a hat  for
school  only .

It  is  very chal lenging
to keep reminding
everyone to wear

hats-help us by
reinforcing the same
message.  Skin cancer

is  prevalent in NZ.

Keep washing
hands as there

are a few tummy
bugs around.  

I f  your chi ld has
been vomiting-

keep them home
for 48 hours to
save any bugs

spreading.



We want to continue to be a peaceful  and respectful  school .  
Any swearing,  f ighting or  comments that are put downs
about famil ies or  race are taken very ser iously and we wil l
contact  you so we can work together to address this .  
Thank you for  your support  and aspirat ions for  the best  for
your chi ld.

Remi
nder ofschool hear

t

Staff Spotlight
Kia ora koutou

Ko Harry toku ingoa 

Hi  my name is  Harry and I 've been working as a
teacher aide for  the past  2  years ,  entering my

3rd year here at  Newtown School !  This  year you
wil l  catch me working across Waitangi  and

Harakeke in which I  have thoroughly enjoyed
myself  and felt  very welcomed from day one!

I  am original ly  from Hawkes Bay and have
moved down to Well ington this  year  to pursue

my footbal l  and futsal  goals .  I  have enjoyed
working as a teacher aide the past  2  years back

in the bay so I 'm looking forward to working
col laboratively with the teaching team here at
Newtown School  to ensure that every student

receives the guidance and encouragement they
need to reach their  ful l  potential .

Outside of  school  you wil l  catch me on the
footbal l  pitch,  futsal  court  or  in the gym! I

consider myself  a  very sociable and outgoing
person and am up for  any chal lenge that is

thrown my way.

I 'm looking forward to what 2024 brings and
cannot wait  to see the growth and

development of  our tamariki  here at  school !

Your paragraph textWelcome Harry!  

KIA MANAHAU
RESILIENT

E hia hinganga, katū tonu, ka ako tonu
We keep trying and learn from what we do



Mon 19th February - Tuesday 5th of March
The Newtown School exhibition wall

We've just opened the first exhibition for 2024 on the school's exhibition
wall! 

Newtown school celebrates an exhibition of artworks by the very talented
Sunny Newson from Whānau Waitangi. It's open now, come by and have a
look anytime.

Curator Paul Forrest says " Sunny has the ability to capture such detail in
her work that makes everything look beautiful. She created this delicate
body of work over her summer holidays when you slow down and spend
time working creatively uninterrupted. It's easy to see the quality of the
work that has gone into creating these beautiful insects.
I recommend you check it out on 'The Exhibition Wall' at Newtown School.
Only for 2 weeks so make sure you do."

'Insect Observations' by Sunny Newson on at the Newtown School
exhibition wall. Open now.

Exhibit ion Wall

' Insect Observations'  by Sunny Newson aged 10

Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th of  March
Midday -  5pm

The Newtown School  exhibit ion wal l  is  proud to be
showing new works by student art ists  as part  of  the
upcoming Newtown Open studios weekend.  On show
wil l  be a professional ly  curated selection of
artworks by some of  the best  talent this  school  has
to offer .

What is  the Newtown Open Studios event?

Now's your chance to experience a very cool  art
walk in wonderful  Newtown,  on Saturday and
Sunday March 9-10.  Midday-5pm. Plus i t 's  free!  
13  talented local  Newtown art ists  and great student
art ist  talent from Newtown School  showing the best
of  their  creativity  to our community.  Included in the
art  walk is  a  ser ies of  beautiful  kaleidoscopes of
over 70 butterf l ies  in the garden sett ing at  our own
Paul  Forrest 's  famous butterf ly  house in Harper
Street and many more surprises along the way.

It 's  a lways a real  treat  to meet art ists  in their
working space plus i t 's  a  great opportunity to
discover some of  the magical  gardens that their
studios are set  in .  A great event for  the whole family
to enjoy.  There are paintings,  drawings,  col lage,
pounamu, col lectable upcycled clothing and native
NZ butterf ly  sculptures.  

-  See Newtown Open Studios Instagram and
Facebook for  a map and l ist  of  art ists  -

Newtown Open
StudioWeekend

KIA WHAKAPAU KAHA
EFFORT

Ka whakapua i ō tātou kaha i ā tātou mahi katoa.
We give our best in everything we do.



School Travel Survey

Go into the draw to win a $50 voucher to Countdown!
Newtown School  Travel  Survey 

This  survey is  to gather data on how students travel  to Newtown School .  This  is  connected to
Newtown School  being a recipient of  Well ington City Counci l ’s  (WCC) School  Cycl ing Support  fund,

which aims to help the school  community in using active or  publ ic  transport .  The purpose of  this
survey is  to monitor  the impact of  WCC's  funding on the school  community 's  travel  choices.  Your

part ic ipation wil l  support  this  research by helping the school  and WCC better  understand your
travel  choices and where you would l ike assistance in using publ ic  or  act ive transport  methods.  I f
you would l ike to go into the draw to win a $50 voucher to Countdown,  please add your email  on

the last  page.

Newtown Festival  3rd March
This  is  fast  approaching and a real ly  fun occasion.  Don’t  miss out on our

Kapa Haka performance.  We wil l  open the whole event at  10am.

KIA NGĀKAU HIHIRI
CURIOUS

Ka mīharo, ka tūpono, ka auaha tātou
We wonder, take risks and innovate

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1OeJN_mfO4E5JvN2ADTWv0fIjAvsg5eFnz1Xeb0QjhfM/edit


Drum Lessons at  School
Dynamite Music offer  drum lessons during

the school  day.
Your chi ld can learn to read music and play

the drums in jazz/blues/rock styles .
These are small  group classes (2-3 students)

with a cost  of  $18/week.  

There are currently  10 spaces avai lable for
new drum students.

Sign up for  a  free tr ial  at
https://dynamitemusic.co.nz/newtown  or

email  s imon@dynamitemusic.co.nz for  more
information.

Community Notices

I share my culture. I value the culture of others.WHĀNAUNGATANGA
CONNECTED

PLAYCENTRE OPEN WEEK AT
HAEWAI /  HOUGHTON VALLEY

PLAYCENTRE
Houghton Val ley Playcentre,  84 Houghton Bay
Road,  Well ington invites al l  famil ies with 0-6

year olds to come along for  a  play and a cuppa
during our Open Week (or  any week) .  We'd love

to meet you.

Mon 4 Mar 2024,  9 : 15am–12:30pm
Tue 5 Mar 2024,  9 : 15am–12:30pm (reo rua /

bi l ingual  session.  Al l  levels  of  Te Reo welcome)
Thu 7 Mar 2024,  9 : 15am–12:30pm (reo rua /

bi l ingual  session.  Al l  levels  of  Te Reo welcome)
Fri  8  Mar 2024,  9 : 15am–12:30pm

https://www.eventf inda.co.nz/2024/houghton-
val ley-playcentre-open-week/wel l ington

Friendly,  support ive,  community of  famil ies .
Birth to school-age.  Parent- led.  Play-based,

mixed age.  

https:/ /www.eventf inda.co.nz/2024/houghton-
val ley-playcentre-open-week/wel l ington

4 -  8 March is  open week for  al l  Playcentres,  so i f  there
is  another Playcentre closer  to your house,  you're most

welcome to vis it  them too!


